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Well now, boys, a good little drimk wm't hurt any of you before you go 


(afte opening, stage goes black. Muggs appears at wimiow L, opens it 
and slowly steps hn, his Nash light playing about the rode Finally | 
lands on wine cabinet. He smiles pours himself out a drink, just as he 
is about to drim, bes s are heard off R ) 

Jac 


home to bed. 


Bert 
Where do you get that little stuff, huh? 
: Jack 
Well, there's plenty of it, cane on in and help youmelf. (they approach > 


the D R) | 


Hug 28 | 
(flashes light hastily sbat the room, é@ets glass down on table. Finally 
his light falls upon the dumb waiter in the @ of wall. Her rushes to | 
it, throws it wide open and jumps in, shutting after hin.) | 

Jack 







(enters and turns on lights near door) Well, boys here we are. qe've 
made ea pretty good night of it, I thi nk. j 

Bert 4 
Aw, how can you say thet when we didn't take ons drink all the time we | 


were out. > 


Robert 
Poor Bert, that's been eating on him all evening, Jack. Bert, I thought 
you swore off drirking. | 

bert 
I did once for thirty minutes. 

gack 


(laughing) Well, boys, 1°11 pour you out a real drirk. (discovers glaas 
fual of wine on table That the--~ iieLl, how did that gless get there? 
Robe rt 
Didn't you mt it there? 
Jack 


, \ 

Viell, hamily. Can you best that there's a little drink all peaured out 
Bert 

Well, throwit this way. 
Jack 

(hands gless to Bert) There you are. 
Bert 


(drinks it) Not bad stuff: 
gack 


Wait a mimte! I had some rat pofiduning in a gless the janitor gave 
me. i wonder if that _* be whet youd rank, Bert. 
Ber’ 
Naw, I cen tell rat poison. I've drank lost of it. This is real wine. 
adr. 


J 

Want a drink, Robert? 
Robert 

Ho, I'm on the water wagon, Jack. 
J ack 


So an I. I'd be a happy married ma n today if I'd of sworn off yefore 
i% was too late, 

Robert } 
Tell me, Jack, did Bella leave you just on account of your drinking? 


| Jack 
Well, that and one or _ Other little habits I had. 
Be 
Well, you ought to feel glad of it. I've been a bachellor f } 
years, and look at me. oe wi 
Rob ert | 
Its nothing to brag about. I wish I could find a little wife and settle 


down. 


2 | 
Bert | 
Yeh, and jwt the minute you get a wife und settle down, you have a 
million bills to settle up. 
Jack | 
Bert, you're allwrmg. I've been married, and I'll gladly say I wish 
my wife hain't left me. [8m not happy carowing aroum like this. 
I wish my liftie wife ee come back to me. | 
Be a 
You're a glutton for punishemt ba. ~ 4 
(telephone rings) 
Jack | 
(crosses to phone) ell, I womer who that could be. (tak s down recieve 
Hello! This is Mr Jack Williams speaking. Yes,--~-what ----,unht--- | 
Aunt Salina Buttms! (smilin: sioly) Oh yes, yes aunty, I'm tickhed — 
ne. Yes, coms right up. Crestview apartments, Apartment Six, ! 
| 
| 








drops reciever) Boys, get the stricnine, I*m gonna pass out! 


Robert j 

What is it, Jack? 3 7d 

Jack { 

Aunt Salina But tons} é : 

| Robert : , | 

Your aunt? j 
Jack | 


Yes, she just arrived anil calied up from the ataion that she was coming — 
up to see me. Oh I can’t see har. § 
Bert | 
How much you gimme to kill her? ¥ 
Jack - 
6h bebaveS This is really a serious situation. You see my aunt is | 
wealthy in fact, she pays all of gy expenses. “he thinkg that I am 
a talented young artist, and s hepoy mrried man. I am meither om. 
If she discovers that my wife end I are separated, she will cug me off 
without a penny. 
Bert 
Gee, thats tough. ‘You'll have to go back to wor, won't you? 
Jack | 
Oh shut up! Don't wise crack, make some helpful suggestiom. What will 
Ido then my auht sesame I have nowife. 
Bert 
Why don't you get some woman to play your wife while your aunt is here? 
J ack 





Who could I get? 
Bert 


WaL1, now thits as far as gy brain will be taxed. Your aunt hasn't 
geen your wife before, has she? 
gack 


Not 

| Bert 
Well, then almost any body would do-~-the wash woman, that cross eyed 
girl with the wart on her mse---- 


Robe rt 
Jack! I have kt —e here dress up and be your wife? 
| Be 
Have you got any more damm fool suggestions? 
Robert 


It would be better than nothing, and your aint will only stay a littie 
while, You canteli her owing to the size of your upurtment, she won't 
be able tos leep here. [| 


Jack \ 
Robert, you're a genius, and I have sone of my wife's clothes in the 


bed room now. Bert, you go try them on. | a A 


a = 
a a 


Bert 
You gojump in the sewer. 

gack 
Listen, Bert, is thet all your friendship means tO mee You would refuwe 
this little favor. Why, Bert, you wouldn't have me starve todeath would 


you? 
Bert 


Iicten, here, Jack, I'm not going in thereand put om any of yourwiges 
clothes. I'd look like a fool. Howdo you expact me to pluy your wife? 
I never was a lady before? 


Jack 
But you can be one oe thirty minutes can't your 
an : 
Hot | 
Jack 
All right then, comider our friemship at an end. 
Bert 
Aw, Jack, have a heart. 
| Robert 
Go on, Bert, be a good fellow and be Jack's wife. You're a piker. 
Bert 
Hold on now. I never was a piker in my life. 
mas Robert 
, nen Will you do it. 
Bert 
Yes I will} 
Jaci 
Bert; 
Bert 
But remember, Jack, I am your wife in name onlys 


Jack 
Go on in ther and pat soneihing on. Now try and act likes a lady in 
front of Aunty. 


Bert 
Sonething tells me I'm not going to like this so well. (exits 8B 1) 
Robert 
We're g@Oing to have a pang with him, Jacek. 
Jac | 
Don't worry, I'll see that aunty don't stey any longer than is absolute] 
ROeoessany e« 
Aunty 
(rings bell 3) 
Robert 


Some one's at the door, 
Jack 
Its, Aunty. (grabs wine and throw it in dumb waiter) She musnt' 
see any liquor in here or she*ll throw a fit. (goes to door R and opens 
4t) Ah, come in, auntie, dex, 


Aunty 
(enters R) Oh, Jack, you dear boy. How fine you look! 
J Bok | 
Ami you're looking nice too, 4unty. 


aun ty 
Well, I don't feel fine. My livers Its terrible: I'm just Living 
from one day to the next, and my dear boy, yw shall soon inherit 
my entire fortune. Tt Won't be long tili I'll be in my grave. 


Jack 
Well, lets hope so, aunty. 

Anuty 
What § 

Jack 


I say lets hope ite not sok mnty- 5.4 allow ms introduce a friend of 





mine. Mr Robert Wehhay, my aunt , Salina Buttons. 
Aunty 

I'm eharmed I'm sure. (silly grin) 

Rob ert 


I'm not so sure. 
Jack 


You know, aunty, I'm afraid you wn't be able to stgy here, our pp 


is 80 small you see A only have ome bed. 


unty 
Well, that's shanauey all right. I'11 catch the next train. 1 only 
Geme here for a little visit, I wouldn't think of staying long. 


Jack 
1*11 put your suit apes of the wy. (picks it up carelessly) 
Jy 
Oh look oat! J 


ack 
What is it? ‘ 
aunty 
My bottle of Wine Elixer! If you've breken that, I'll never forgive 


ye 
Jack 
Wine Elixer, what do bar do with that, Aunty. 
* Aun 
Oh its the most wendastat tonia, I feel like a new woman After two 
bottles of it. 
| Robert 


She aught to, its about twenty three per cent aclchol. 
Aunty 
Jack, whe e ig your lovim little wife. Iwant to see her. *ou've 
wkttten me so much about her, now I want toses the little detr. 
Jack 
Oh yes, aunty! Ssh 
Aunty 
Don't tell me she isn't at hone. 
J adk 


Oh yes, she "gs home a11 righs . 


Aunty 
3ell1, where is she? 
gack 
Whyes=j@r--she's dress ing! 
3 Aunty 
Well, tell her to cone out just as she is. 
Jack 


Oh no, I'll see if she's dressed. (goes to R) Oh, Bella Sere are you 
dressed? 


Bert 

Hell no, I can't get these damn pants to stay upl 
4unty 

Horrors! 
Jack 

I8m going to kill that fool! 


Aunty 
Jack, is that your wife I heard? 


Jack 
No, no, thats the man dow in the next apartment. 
Ropert 
I?ll go in and see if she's dressed. (etarte a) 
| Aunty 
Young man, how dare you enter her dressing roam. Jack, do you allow 
thet? 


J&ck 











hy 


<a Jack . 
Ho, I should say not. I'11 go see. (exits L 1) | 
Aunty 
I smell trouble around peta fhings aren't as they shold be. 
Robe 
won't you be seated, a (offers her an imaginary chair) 


AUNTY 
(looking at him) Jack never did know hwa to pick good company! 
Jack 
(enters first, a little shame faced) Here--~here it is isy-aunty--- 


Bert 
{enters in ridiculous outfit) 
aunty 
(with outatreched ey, P9024 
Ber 
(pulls up pants leg, and rushes to her) Aunty!$ (gets the giggles) 
Oh whaw I can't do itig¢ 
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Muges | 
{comes out of Dumb waiter, tries to get out window, apparently sees 
some one. Shakes head. Looks about roam, eyes light upon aunty's 
suit case. He grins, opens suit case and takes out the bottle of 
Wine Elixer. A noise is heard off L, he rushes back into dumb waiter 
again) 4 

JuUK 
(enteringnL with Bert) Listen, Bert, you're not even trying to act 
Like a lady. 

Bert 


Well, 12 you felt bike I did you wuldn't tr either. 
| Jack 
You could at least watch yoursel?. Haven't you any imagdnati on? 
Don't walk flat footed and bow legged like you did when yous aw Auntie. 
Get that delicate, mincing little step that women take. ; 
| Bert 


Say don't you like the way I'm doing your wife? 


Jack 

No I don't. | 
Bert 

Then youdo it yourmelf. (starts to take off clothes) 
Jack 


fait a mimate, watt a minute! I'm trying to show you whet to do. 
Don't get hot headed. Took! Watch the way I walk. (walks in a rather 
exagerated mahner impersmating a wmarn walk.) 

Bert 
Oh fer God's sake Agnes, when did you arrive. 

gad 


Bert, try and &@ this will you? 
Bert 


Iecaen't, I aint built that way. 
Jack 
Go on. Do it: | 
Bert 
Oh well I'll try. (does funny wahk toward door R, gets halt way there, 
ani pants begin comadng down) Oh dam it? (starts pulling up pants) 
Aun ty ; 
(enters R) (stands thswre watching hi. amazed) 
J ack 


{motioning frantically for him to stop) Sssst! (kicks him side ways) 


ao 





ri Bert 
Sey what the devil you trying to do. 
: gack 
(pointing to aunty) rook? 
Bert 
(sees her) Oh, hello aunty. (silly laugh) 
Aunty 


(coldly) How do you do, 

Bert | 
Hice day isn't it, aunty. (does exagerated walk over to chair and sits 
down like any men wud | 


Aunty 
Jack, your wife seems rather conzge. 
Bert 
Oh of course! 
Jack 


Gell, you see, aunty, my little wife was raised inthe country. 
Bert 


Son! re ae licr, 
£unty 


Whats 
Jack 


Really, aunty, you mustn't mind her little eacentricities. I love my 

little wife with all my heart. (doubles up fist and looks at Bert) 
annty 

Oh now, tell me do you really live hap ily together. 


Jack 
@h yes inieed! 
Aunty 


Well, I didn't know whether you did or not. I never see you kissi ng | 
or hugging each other, Now, Jack why don't you go over and kiss your 
Little wife? | 
Bert | 
Nothing doing, I got a weak stomach, 
Jack 
(to Bert) Shut up you, fonl. Why of course, sutny, I'll kiss oy little 
wifsé. (goes over to Bert) (mits on thearm of his chair pats arms around 
him) Aunty, don't you like m wife. I think she's the sweetest ) 
thire I've got. (starts to kiss Bert) | 


Bert | 
You do that and I'l] beat the soup out of you! 
| 


Aunty 
Oh, Mercy! 

Jack 
You'll fsvB to excuse Bella, aunty. She's not feeling well. 
Aunty 


Maybe its her liver. | 

Bert | 

No, ites these darn shbes! 

Aunty ; 

Let me see, Jack, oe iong have you been married now? | 
& 


"ell, just about & year and o half, aunty. 


| 
aunty | 
A year end a half. Do you mow what I ex ,scted when I cume here? | 
| Jack | 
Ho, whet? 
Aun ty 


I expected you am Bella to have a little---~ well, you know an addition 


You mean a--- : ! 





| ack 
Bett, did you tekxe her 7 elixert 


; Aunty 
Yes, a little baby? 


e | , 

Now listen, here, Jack, I*1l tell you right now theye'll be none of that. 
Aunty | 

Why, Bella, don't you believe in children. | | 
Bert 

Well to tell you the truth I never gave it much thought. 
Aun 


ty 
Every woman should be & mother. Bella, haven't you ever fel% the 
stir of a mother’s Keurtt | 

Bert 
Well, I shouldsay note 


Aunty 
I think thate terrible. How right now I'm going to teli you both 
something. 1811 be coming back to visit youin 4 year Or 80 and if 
the « isn't a little tot running about the household, I‘hl disinhe rit 
you. I give you one year: 
. Bert 
(to Jack) You son of a gun, see what you've got me into now. 
: Jack 
(looks at watch) aunty, ite near train time, don't you think. 
Aunty | 
Yes, so itis. lLandsakes, I*ll have to have a litklLe tonic before I 
go. Bella, you should take some of this Wine Elixer. 
Bert 
Well, gimme a quart. 
Jack 
Shut up! 


| Aunty 
(opens suit case) Its the finiest stuff I mearly ever Sane Ohi Its 
gonel My Wine EXixer is gons. | 
_ Jack 


Oh surely notisatny. 


Aunty 
It is is. Oh dear, what shall 1 d0 
| Jack 
Cen youget it at the dru store, aunty 
Aunty . 


Y@Se 
pack ; 
Well, go get some wne to seni you up some more that's all there is to 
: aunty 
Yes, I must have it. I can't get along without it. (exits R ) 
J 


Be 

I should say not. 

| Jack. 

Then how could it have disappeared? © 
Bert 


Don't ask me, but I'm ging to do the disappearing wt myself. I've 


hed enough of this. 
Jeavk 


No you're not, she'll be gone in a little while now. 

Bert | , 
Well, I'm going some vhere where I can smoke in peace then. [ haven't 
hed a cigar sime I went into this blamed fool deal. 

sack 


Don't let aunty gee you Smhokime cigars. 





a q 
8 | 

Bert a: 
Oh I suppose I*1] have to go up on top of the roof to do it. (starts out, 
pants co e down) Confound these bloomers any way. (exit 1 1) 


J ack 

Oh, what ea wife I've got! 
Bells — | 

{enters R) Jack aaa are you speaking about me? 
J 


Bellal My own real wife! 
. Bella 

I*‘ve come back to get my clothes; Jacke 
Jack 


ag 
Oh, Bella, thy can't we kiss ad make up? | 
Bella ; i 
Its useless to plead, Jack. I told you l was trimghtmd I meant it. 
(sees suit case) Why whode suit case is that. are you going away? 
Jack af 





No, Bella, that's my aunt Salinas 
Bella 

ig your eunt here? 
Jack 

Yes;end what a mess I'm in, 
Bella 

How so? 
Jack 


Vell, you know how opposed aunty is to divorce ani separations. I 
didn't dare let her mow you and I weren't living to gether any more, 
SO I had to get sove one to act as my wife. | 


Bella 
Who did you get? , | 
gack 
Bert Bisbee! 
Belia 
(laughs) Oh Jack! 


Yes, am he's a terrible wife. Idon't know thet minute aunty will 
discover the deception. Oh if you had only been here. Bella, I'm 
apt to lose everyhhhing. 


Bella 
| Phat's too baa$ 
Jack | ) 
You mustn't let my aunt see younow. She wouldn't kn w who you were? | 
| Bella 


| 

| 

, : | 

Jack 
| 


Well, I'll get my clothes and go. (starts for L 1) 
A 


un 

(enters 2) (carries wine Elixer) ife1] I got it. (sees Bella) Oh I beg 

your parion. ijho is this woman, Jack? | 
Jack 

Why--<@ r~--it --~this ---that--- she's a friend of my wifes. Jw t dropped 

in to sec her, : | 


4unty 
Oh, Well, my dear I am pl ased to meet you 
Bella . 
Thank you! 
Bert | 
(enters L 1) Bella, how are you, You came back du you? 
sack 


(signals him to be quiet) 
: Aunty 
Bella? hy is her mm Belle too? 





Jack 9 
Oh yes, yes. Sella, a frieml Bella hss called to see you. 
Be | 
See ne---why-- 


Jaak 

Yes, take her in the other room if youwant to talk. 
Robert | 

(eff stage R arguing) But I say, you must let mm out. 
Voi oa: | 


01 ce: 

(off stage) Nothing doing? Get back in there, boi 
Rob ert : 

Oh this is terrible. (enters 3) 
Jack 


Whet is it, Robert? 
Robert — | 
This plece is quarrantined for Smal] Fox, and nobody oan get out. 
| aunty 
(dropping in chseir) Oh Heavens! 
Bella q 
ghbht, you gebA they — — to make us stay mm re? " 
Robe | 
Yea, there are guards 611 around the house, The janitor took sick 
ani they took him to the hospital with @mall Pox, now we are ail 
qguarsntinmd. | 
Aunty 
Oh dear, nov I'll have to stay here till its over with. 
Jack Z 
But we have no room. Wheres would we all sleap? 
aunty 
Well ina case like this, one has to be systematic. we'll have to make 
the best of thivgs. Now I'll fix som: blunkets on the floor, and you 
men may sleep on — a for we three women, we wilisleep on the bed. 
a 
Oh nog I think I'd rather sleep om the floor. I might roll off the 
bed, aunty. 
Aunty 
Oh no you wntt. fe'll put youin the middle. Cone, we will prepare 
' for the night. (exits ~ Bells ) 
: Be 
Jack, you hunt yourself another wife, thy going. 
Robert | 
But you cm't get oat. 
Bert 
But what am I going to do% 
aunty 
(off stage) Come, Bella, dears Its bed time. 
Bert 
Huh, huh, I aint sl eepy. 


aunty | 
(enters L 1) But younust got tobed. Now get right in there. I5% going 
to manage thinvgs. Get3 (yanke him out L 1) 


J ack 

Oh, Robert, what on earth, are we going to do now? 
Robert 

Thig makes it doubly complicated, doesn't it. 
Jack 

Bert wlll disgrace us all. 
Robert 

And there's no telling hay long this quarantine will be on. 
Jad 

Oh who would have ever yee ught of a quarantine. 
Bert 


(off atage) On no, Aunty, I never sleep ina night gown. 





~ 


190 
You don't! lLandsakes, what do you whar to sleep in then? 
| art 
Nothing. ” | | 


| Aunty ' 

What 2 1 

Bert | 

EY -«---] opan I just aleep in the clothes I*ve got m. 1 

Aonty i 

Oh my heavens! | \ 
Jack 


Robert, _— got to get that fool out of thet roan, (Jack end Robert 
exit Li 3 


VYoéoes 


| 
| Muggs. 
(comes from out of dumb waiter, starts to crawl out window) 
(off stage nesr window) You can't get out. Get back in there. 


Oh, chucks} (looks anne room and fimilly gets under table) { 
{enters L 1) Well, au it up. Jack, you've marriei an animal. \ 
Aunty, you must cadre ewe: She's not feeling wall you ma, | 
She feht well Guuiagi he Whe me in the stomach with her big feet? | 
(enters, looking Like be had been thraigh & terrible jamble.) 


J 
(shames him) aren't you ahsmaed of yourself? Tttttt! (Robert emers 





Bert with Belle) 
av, shut up, you oh heiffer. 
aunty 
What? 
Jackna 
Belle, be quiet: 
Belle | 
I'm afraid we can't pose getting much sleep here. 
| ob @ 
This is going to be & terible bore. jie have nothing to amuse ourselves 
with. 
Aunt; 
Oh yes, there is, I oo you with a little spiritualim, 
Robe 
Why are you & spiritualist. 
Aunty 
I am a medium, my dear mam, 
Bella 


Oh how interestinge Can you really make connections with the spirit 


worid.e 
Aunty 

I should say I can. —_ been mown to move things. 
Be 


I wish you 'd move youwelf. 





| Aunty . 
Now watch me,mI'm going to to try and move that table. (d0es all sorte 
of funny gestures at taba where Muggs is hidimg) srisel Arise! 
Bert 
(laughs) That old fool has got water on her spark plugss 
unt 


ALLL Y 
advise I cay! (stamps foot) 


| Mn ges 
(raises table up) 


- 3 3 = a 


d 


, Oh. murders 

Bella 
| Why look its radsing up. 

| mi | Jack 

Aunty $ 


7 4onty | 
Seel See! I told you I had pyahic powers! (sti11 gesturing with hands} 
Move ebout the room. 


B Muggs 

(Jalks sbout the room ani finally stops beside Bert's chair) 
Be 

Get away from me, now, I don't mow you’ 


Aunty 
Oh I Zeel so prowl. I really didn't know whether I could do that or not. 
| {holds hani to heart) My my hearts just poundim, I'm so excited. I'll 
have to take some of my Gine Elixer. (gets bot’le and pages her self 
out adrink. She sets the gles down near Bert woo is sitting right 7 
by the tabe. ) You know this is certainly good medicine! iI don't 
know vheat I'd do without it. 


Ribert 
Yeh, | got drunk on&ét one tine. 
Aunty 
Whet did you say? 
robert 


Nothing! | 


iiug 3B 
{reachs cut from table while no one is looking and takes glass under 
table with hin) 

Aunt 


v 
Its a tonic, strictly a tonic? (starts to pick up ghass) thy----wheren 
fi9 it? (Looks at Bert) 
a Bert 
What's the matter? 


Aunty 
I set a glass down by you? 
Bert 
Well? 
Aunty 
Strange to say its gom nove 
Jack 
: aunty, you don't mean to say 4 glass disappeared out of this room do 
your 


Aunty 
It certainly did, ami I have my idea df where it went. (to bert) Now 
my dear, yousg wmank if you wented ad rink of my medicine you didn't 
need to steal it. I*ll give you another drirmk if you'll give me the 


giass back. 
Bert 
Oh the o1d fool thinzs I got it. 
Aunty 
Sane queer goings om around here it peers to me. (turns away) 
hing Ba 
(pute gless back on table, glesa is mw empty) 
~~ Jack 
Are you lookirg for sa mething, anty? 
aun 
I want my glass to take my medicine. (looks on table) iihy there it ia. 
Bert , a, 


(looks ami gees it) What the--. 





ae otk 
L2 | 


Iknew it You vixen = had it all the time. 
Be 


| Aunty 

Well I don't care about it. I just wented the glass thut was all. 
{pours oat drink) I*'11 hold on to this glass this time. {holds glass 
ami sets bottle dow) . ; 
| Jack 
How, BeBRla, you behave. 

Bella 
Why I'm not doing mything. 

dack 


No, m I mem my wife. 
Bella | 
{emiling) OHS | | 
Aun ty . | 
(smacks lips) There nov, .nother one of those and I'll feel great 


) 
) 


Robert 
She'll be stewed before long now. 


iuges 
(reaches out end grabs bottle) 
Aunt 


Jy 
Yes, another one and I'1]1 be ready for the night. (turns to get another 
drink) Oh-~--my pia of This is too much. 
6 


(getting up) What the 2 I aint got your bottle. 
aunty 

Now don’t lie. I set it down righi beside you, ed it isn't there. { ) 

didn't mind the glass full, but when it canes to a whole bottle, thats 

going too far. | 

, Jack 

Bellg, do you now anything about her bottle? | 
Be 


Wo, nothing! I swear I don't. 

Mugge 
(sets bottle on tabie-shese-B chair where Bert sat) 

Aunty 
ghe's fibbinze I can tell it ty her eyes. Oh Jack, you've married 
a terrible women. Now my good gin, comfess what did you dd with i t? 
Yousurely didn't drink = ali did you. 

Ber 
Av, shut upS I tell you I didn’t have it. 

unt 


alney 
{sees it on chair) Then whate it doing on your chairs 





Bert 
) chair’ 
se aunty 
(holds it ) See here! 
Jgack 
Bell,a I'm ashamed of you. 
Robert 
An gO am Le | 
Bella 
And Bo an a 
Aunt 


y | 

Jacs lets go inthe other room. I do not e.re to remain in this person'é 

presence. “hen your wife decides thut she can behave as 4 lady should. | 

Let me know. (exits with bottle L 1) (Nose in air at Bert) ; 
Bella 


Yes, when you can behave like a lady, let us know, (exits 1 1) 


~~ 


eee S 2 a = 


a 


’ Bella, you don't mean that you saw somebody go down the dumb waiter do 





ses q 
1s | 
Robert | : | 
(sane bus as rest of them) When you can pehave like a lady, let us know. 
{exit L 1) * 
Jack 
{stends et door L1 ) ee e hell of a wifel (exits L 1) 
Ber . 


Yes, md you aint mo knook out as e husband! I wonder what took that 
blamed old hen's whiskey eny way. Thores something under that table. 
I'm going to look ma see! (raises up table cloth) 


Muggs £ 
— out, ami jumpy in dumb waiter, shooting 4 couple of times wo 
Be | ) 

Bert 
(1ifting dresses up in sir and running off L 1) Help: Ghost! pugiare! 


A oR ok ORO REECE PER ee Re Sek de tok fk ea a ee a ee cae a 
TWO 

















{all enter after number) 
Bert 


I tell you I sawit. It was 4 ghost, or sonethimg, ami it jumped in 
that dumb waiter tho ro. | 


4nnty ) 
Oh how romanitic. 3’ be a visitor of mine fran the spirit world. 
Jack m 


you? 
Aunty 
oh land sakes she wouldn't know after drinkim all wy fine Elixer. 
Well, I've got to eT deeth, ond wash my face. (exits I) 
Ba 7 
I think I'll go wash Be. See’ ami amoke a cigar. (exit R) 
Jae 


Sait @ minute I'11] go with you. Ff don't want eunty to see youdoing ~ 
anything you meclea te ee R) 


o 
Well, Bells, how does it seen being back in your nusbends apartme mt 
once more? , ; 
: | Bella 
Ch, Robert, youdm'’t know how I wish I eowd come back. 
Robert 
What €44d youwer leave him for? 
Bellu | 
Oh it was just a foolish little quarell, but he wasn't going to get the — 
best of me. I told him that I'd never cous back to him, and I meant 


ite 
Robert 
ami still you want to come ba&k back to him right nows 
Bella : q 
Robert, do you really think Jsck loves me? 
Robert . 
Oh I don't know, but I thin. he does. : 
Bella - | | 
He never does show it though. If he would only azpress himeif, I might 
relent. I wish I could meke him jealous. 


























Rob ort 
J@a] ous ? 

Bella | re; 
Yes, Jealousy is Always a sure test for love. Will youdo me a fayort 
| - Robert. 4 
het? - 





Ld 
Bella 
Pretend that you are in love with me, und let Jack see you embrace me. 
Rovert | 
an then have him take a couple of shote at me with a six shooter! 
Bella | 


Oh now he wouldn't. I'd protect you. Please, Robert, just for a little 
while any Weye 


Robert 

But, Belle, I---~ | 
Belle 

(going over to him, md pasting arm aroami him) Oh now, Robert---- 
Rovert. 


Oh well, I'll risk it? (tirow arms around her) 
Aunty 
{enters I, 1) Oh for heavens sue 


Robert 
(breaking away) Yeh, thats what I say? | 
Aunty | 
What does this mean, what does this mean? 
Oh - ---er it means that we are engaged to be married. 


aunty 
Well,kow aint tmt too aweet for anything? iihen were you to be marriedx 
Bella 


Today | 
; Zo bert 


Buh, were we? | 
Bella 

Oh yes, but now we can't do it because we're quarantined ani can't get 

& minister. 


Aunty | 

Oh how gad, I feel for you. Do you two really love each other? | 
. Bella \ 

(putting arag around Robert) Oh I should say we do, don't we, Robert! | 
Robert 


Bella | 
| | 


Uh hah! 
Bella 
Robert is the sweetest, nicest little man. 
Jack j 
Augty 


{enters KR) Bellas | 
Isn't this nice, Jack. we bave a pair of lovers in our midsts. | 
yack | 
(lookin eat Robert) And I know samenody thats going to have 4 gair of | 
black eyes in their — in a minntel | 
Be | 
(enters, his pants balf wey down, stops pulls them up) Well, whats | 
happened nowt 
| Aun ty 
Oh Bella, your friend is going to be msrried. 
| Bert 
Ig she? | 
Aunty | | 
Yes, they were to be married today but couldn't get out to get a ministe 
Oh dear, ami its bad ee to postpone a wedding day once it has been oy 
Be: 
Oh my goodness yes, never postpone a wedding date, in fact don't ever : 
make onel ! 
Aunty | 
I'll tell you shat we'll do I've read about it be&ng done. 
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Bella 

What 3 
aunt y 

You gan cet married over the telephone: 
Robert 


Oh. T™) noj 

Ann ty 
why yes imeed. Its very fashionable. Just call up the minister, | 
and he will read the service while 411 you two do is reply yes, and Ido 
(joyoushy) We'll have 4 regular little wedding service right here. 
Since we are quarnitened we must do something to mtertain ourselves. 


‘Now, I'll go get the lace curtain in the other room, and we'll make 


a bridal viel for a. a Be2i2a Jack's wife cam be a bridesmaid. 
Be 7 

Naw, I'd rather play the organ 
Aunty 


But we have no organ. 
Bert 

Well, thets why I want to play it. 
Ann 


Ly 
You'll do nothing of the Kind. You come in here end help me get 
things ready for the wedding. And Jack, you com along too, you are to 
be the best mani 
Jack 
Best mans 
Aunty 
(texes Bert and Jack's hand) Yes, come on. Oh I do so enjoy having 
people get married. (drags thea out iL 1) 
Rob ert 
Well, now what are we going to do? 
Bella 
Oh what a nice Lix we're in now. 
Bobert 
Jack's anty certainly can fix things. 
, Bella | 
Ichert, wre must stop ro some weye I kmow, we'll brea the telephone. 
Robe | 


I ought to bresk it over your head for getting me into thie. 
Bella 
Go ahead, und popl it lose. 
swobert 
(pulls on phone) What will we do with it after we get it lose? 
Bella 
(looks arcund room) Hide it in tho dusb weiteré 
Robert 
(takes phone and pits it in waiter) Fine now, what? 
la 


Bel 
Well, we're safe for alittle while. Op did you see how angered Jack 
looked. 3 

Rob art 


Yes thets chearful for me. 
| Bella 
He just looked like he could knife you. 
Aunty 
(enters with a lace curtain) Ah, now here is the bride's Viel. Come 
now I'l] put it on rene. (ame it on her head) 
Be 


(enters with a basket of flowers does burlesque hop about room, doing 
flower dance, throwing colored paper ) Ob I'ma little flower girl, ~ 


flower girl’ (yanks up pants and falls in chair laughing) 





‘ aunty 
Now, we are Sll ready. 
Jace 


(enters) aunt I say this wedding cannot take place? 





aunty 

and why not? 

| Jack : 

Well, ite<-«9 ro... He ign’t good enough for her. 
aunty 


Oh ridiculougi she loves him go what do you care. How we'll just call 
up the minister. (starts for phone) Why where's the phone---- | 


Bella 
fhe phone? 
: Ro bert 
(innocently) Is it gone? 
Jack 


(looke at place where phone was) Great Scott, somebody has deliberately 
taken it oute 

Bella 
Now, we can't get marrial, can we? 





aunty 
Oh now if thet isn't just too bad. I'm going and lock myself up. 
If they carry sway telephones, heaven only know that they'd do to an | 
‘dnnocent maiden. oo" L 10 
Be ’ 
Yes, and heevne only knows that they'd do to an innocent maiden like me. 
(yanks pants up md exits ) 








Jack 

(locking as Belle and Robert) Now, just what ia the meaning of this? 
Bella 

Well, what do you cars, Jack. I om free t© marry whom ever I choose. 
Jack 


(to Robert) ani you call yourself myfriemi. A fine friend you are 
Engaged to Bella. Well, the day you have yur wedding, will be the 
Game day of your funeral. Mark my words. 
| Robert 
au, Jack, don't get sore about & little thin like thate 
J ack 


Little thing! Is that what youcall it. Ohf 


Bella 
Jack, you aren't jealous are you? 
Jack | 
Yes, hang it, I am Bella, you are mine, and [ don't wantgny body else 
to have you. 
Bella 
Oh Jack? 
Jack | 
Please wnu't you forget this crazy quarell of hours, und come back to 
net | 
Bella 
Jack, really want me? 
Jack 


Yes, Bella, I do! (ambface her) 


(enters ani sees een! Took? 
duck 

(brecking away) Ohe--a hello, Aunty. 
ADN 





uy 
What did I just see you do then 
Jack 


ihye--e yothing, aunty. 


ae a 


4 
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aunty | 
Young man, you were about to kiss that women. (to Robert) Do you pemit 
him to Kiss your fiancee? 
Robert 
Oh :e meant nothing by that I'm sure? 
Aunty 
fieant nothing. 
Robert 
You see, he was just oe me how to do ite 
Jac 


Oh yes that's it. Ee didn'tknn.: bows to kiss her, and J] did it for hin. . 


Aunty 

That sounde like fish to me, boy! I'm going to tell your wife, Juck. 
Bert 

(enters 11) (carries a little baby's dress behind his back) 


Jack 

fell, go ahead andtell her. 
aunty 

Oh, Bella, dear, your husband is false to you. 

| Bert 

is he? 
Aunty 

Yes, I found him inthe arm of that woman. (points to Belle) 
Bert 


(seeing situation, smiles then pute om a tragic countenance) Nol Wo! 
You don't mean that do your (beging to howl, in a 

Aunt y 
Yes. At Zirst I thought thit Jack was the one that shouwd be pitied 
for merr ing you, but no my heart goes out to you. You poor decieved 
woman, 

Bert 


Oh I cen'’t believe my husbend wovld tritel. Its too much! He, & little | 


innocent wman, ani that big brute loving my girlfriend. oh I'n 
going to kick his brains out: 
Jack 
Oh, stop this nonsense. Aunty, I wait to make a confession. 
unt y 
I thin: you ought to. 


I don’t care if you Fea disinherit me, you shall now no the truth. 
T:@ is not ny wife; 

aunty 
that § 


Bert 


- Oh you vbrute, youd are deny that I am married to you. Oh cruel world, 


whats to be done in acase of this kind. th, eunty, (holds stonmaf) 
My heart is breaking’ 


Aunty 
Don't cry, you poor dear, I'll stam up for you. He shall not degsme 
you like this. 

Jack 
How, stop it. Aunty, te I say is the truth I tell you. 

Ber 
(ala tragediene) Jack, Jeck! How could you. and me the loving wife 
that I have always been. Oh, aunty, its worse even how than you think. 
I'll tell you ql. I've tried to hold my husband, [I've triea to be 
@ goog wife. When you ceme euntie, you told me that we should have 
& Little~---well you knowp---Since then, I heve been wrking to please 
you. Soon there will bea little tie that will bimi us. (displays 


babies drass) 
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Jack 

What is taats 
Bert 

Jack, dezr, you said to do everything to please annty., didn't you. 
aun | 


Jack, you can’t shirk this duty of yours now. why think Jack goon 
you will be a fatha#! 

Jack 
Oh 


Aunty 
Now, I'm going to help you with the little clothes. I°11 go get my 
knitting needle right now. (exits I lL) 

Jack 
(tomBert) I'm going to murder yout 

Bert ; 

(bubbling over with mirth) You dm t dare strike a mother, Jack. 
(leughs ami goes to L 1) Oh you wit] have me for you wife. ney, pupa, 


don't be surpiesed ot whet mama does. (yanks up pants and exits L) / 
Bella 
Oh what 6 life! | 
Robe rt | 


nd Oh whata wife’ 


SEE OR RICE Trp BIR AR ICO RIE OR IE RIOR ROR ORE HK 


| TH REE 
666666666666666666666666666666:°6666665666666666666666666 6666666666 
(Bella and Jack enter) 


Jgack 
Belle, something must be done at ace. 
Beila 
Sut you can't mee your shfif bdlieve that you are married to me. 
Jack 
YT eculd if that fool of a Bert hadn't done what he did. 
Beila 
Zout ve go. to get him out of here, thats allé 
Jack 
I'm going to go find him am choke hin. (axits 1) 
Bella J 
and when you get through with him, let me choke awhile. (exits ufter Jack 


738 
(comes out of dumb waiter, tekes telephone and puts it beok on table, 
then goes back in waiter) 
Robert 
(ante s R, sees telepnone) What the--~- “here's monkey business here 
(tekes phone and throws it back in waiter) I wish there was some way . 
I could get out of thig house. (exits &) a 


Aunty 
{enters % with Bert) Well, you come on with me, dear. I don't trust 
Jack. He ign't in his right mind for some reason or other. 

Bert 
Oh eunty, ite terrible the way that man treata,m, terrible: 


AUnLY 
Its @ good thing I made this visit hee. 


liugas 
(coughs in dumb waiter) 

Bert 
Listen} Wha ‘s that? 

4 nty 


Why itseemed to come out of that walter. 
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liaeagcBert 
{It sounded a sone poor Goughi ge Lets look and sea. (opans w jiter door 
Aunty 
The res nothing there, 
Nuges 
(taps severeb times) 
Bert 
What's that? 
aunty 
Oh that must be the spirite of the other wordld. 
Bert 


Sounis like they're havirge & crap game, don't it. 
unt 


| i ¥ 
Wo, thats the way they eignia to wa mortals. You know my spirit guide 
hight be in them. 
Hugieg 
(pulls rope on dumb waiter) 
Bert . 
Somebodys' pulling thet rope. 
Aunt 


(tekes ahold of rope) I'll seef I'll sue. (hollers down waiter) 
Are you my guide. If you sare pull the rope. 


liug 6 
(onlis rope) 

aunt 
Pull it three times? 


fue s 

{pulie zope three times) 

Aunty | 
Look} It isi It is; (begins pulling up rope; and up comes the telephor 
tied on to it) (sees tele .hone screems and exits) 

Bert 
Oh for crying out loud? That spook must a-been a telephones girl’ 

J aok 


(enters) Oh there you are. 

Bart 
Yes, here I ure. 

Jack 
Listen, this deception ond bunk has gone iar enough. You're not going 
to make a Zoo] of nag! Taxe off those olothes. 

art 

How dare you sks a indy to disrobe, sir. 

J eck 
Now, listen, I said to cut it. You're through, My wife wd [ are made 
up, and I’m going te tell aunty thes triahtt of it. 

Bert 
Ho, you're not you asked me to be your wife, aa) now I'm going thy ough 
with it. 


= Jack 

(grabs dress) I say you wm't: 
Bert 
Let go of mei You brutes 
J ack 

I'm gonna choke you to death! (grubs him and begims choking) 

Bert 

Hel pi! Help aunty. % «auntys 


Aunty 7 
(enters-L L) Jack, stop that. Stop it. (shoves him away) “hy you 
wretch how dare you! 


a 
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Jack 
Listen, eunty, you've got to listen to Ge. 
“unt 
Indeedi Jack, I never th ught of you as euch & brute. 


Bert 
Oh, suntyk you don’t know that man like I do% (soba on her showlder 
and fingers nose at gack over aunty's shoulder) 


g ack 

Oh, when I get you where I gan do whet I want to. 
Belia 

(enters) 
aunt 


Now, don't ory, Bella, I shall see thit you are protected. 
Jack 


Listenk aunty, there stands my real wife (poinis to Bolls) 
aunty 
vack} Your real wife. 
Jack 
Yes, she is the real Mrs Jack Willaims. This animal here is not even 
e woamn. He's a friend I got to impersonate my wifey 
aunty 


Jack 
Well, Belle and I .,usarrelicvd. When I found o t you were coming to see 
me, I knew I hed to have a &&fs becuase I knew you didn't bd ieve in 
separations. I got that thing over to play my wite, and if I had it 
to do all over again, I'd get & babboon instead of hin. 

Aunty 


Bert 
(whe is back close to dumb waiter) Now, aunty you mustn't believe him. 
He just lies something terrible. Why any ody to look at me could 
tell Iwas a perfect ledy---s woman. (yanks up pents legs) 

aunty 
(lookim him over) Weli, now I dm't know about that. 


What far? 


{to Bert) Sot 


gs 
(reaches from waiter, and begins pulling Berts pants leg down) 
Bert 
You mean you doubt oe. 


| y - 

Come to think of it, you're a poor excuse for a woman : 
Lugas- Bert 

(yanks pants up) But I am @ woman. 
Muggs 

(yams pants down) 
é&unty 

Whet are youdoling? 
Bert 

(silly grin) Nothing! Just got a bite thats all. (bus with Muggs) 
Aunty 


A light is beginning — ON M@e The situetion is looming up. 


Yes, ani my situation is coming down? 
Mugss 
(grabe both of his pante legs end pulls them way down) 
Aunty 
ah bel So you are 46 man after all! (yanks gibbon off his hair) Look 
eat that hair, those mens trousers. 
Jack 
You see the truth now, aunty! 





{ 
sss sss renee 
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Bort i. 
All right, I give up. But who's in thst dumb waiter. (opens it, ami drug 
out ting ge} Who are you? | : 
Jack 
Great Scott its a burglar! 
uggs 
Yes, I broke in this muidchouse the other night. Now call the cops 
I wanne got out of here. Jail woild be a swell hotel to this nest. 
Listen, 014 wert face! (to Aannty) 
aun ty 
Sirt 
| Muges ; 
Yeh, I mean you, [fl] give you the straight on the whole deal. I heard 
it ali. ihese two just hed a little quarrel], they both seprated, 
but they’ee sorry, and are goirg to live together forever now, How 
if you got any brains at all you won't be sore ut ‘em. You'll just 
#@¢~. fork over your money to ‘em the sams as ever, Thats my Opinion 
of the metter. 
Jack 
Thank you, ir Burglar. 


—e 


Mug gs 
Don't mention it, bo. By the way, ola lady, that hooteh you drink 
‘ag got-a wallop like ua herd of mules. 





Aunty ? 

Now I know where my Wine Elixer always went. 
Robert 

(enters R) Folks, good mews for you. 
ALL 

Whet is ite? 

nl xobert 

+ he juertdne is off. 

‘ all 

Horrah$ 
Rob ert 


+hey discovered that the QookOG1SAlé4heeds amas GBb4h a84eRHe janitor 
didn't héve smal] pox at &11; it ws the chieren pox 

Mugezs | 
Hot of mighty let ma out of here. (starts R) I'll call again some time 
awweeelike som much knit Iwill. and as for you$to Bert) You're a 
heli of e wifel (exits R) ~ 

Bella 
aunty, d@ar, can't you forgive us? 

Aunty : | 
Yes, I forgive you. i ought to thank the stars you arm't marriei to 
that thing, Jack! (looks et Bert) 








Bella 
Oh Jack! {to Ris arm) 
Batk 
Bella: 
| sunt y 


Now aint that sweet! 
Beila \ 
He's the nicest husbani aunty: I just love dear old Jack. 


Yes, dear old Jack! 

tobert 
Yes, dear old Jacks 

Bert 
Dear 01d Jack---~-Asssj! 
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